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FURTHER ENLIGHTENMENT OF ANTIVIVI-
SECTIONISTS.

A fortnight ago we referred editorially to the
desirability of the preparation by physician«, for
the enlightenment of antivivisectionists and
others, of suitable papers explaining " the pur-
poses of animal experimentation and the benefi-
cent results for mankind that have already been
obtained and may hereafter be expected there-
from." We now desire to call attention to six
very timely and illuminating publications lately
issued by the council on defense of medical re-

search of the American Medical Association.
The first of these, " Vaccination and its Rela-

tion to Animal Experimentation," by Dr. ,1. K.
Schamberg, of Philadelphia, presents the history
of vaccination and the benefits of this procedure
for mau. The second, " Animal Experimenta-
tion and Tuberculosis," by Dr. K. Et. Trudeau, of
Saranac Lake, describes the relation of the labor-
atory use of animals to the study and treatment
of consumption; and the third, "The Rôle of
Animal Experimentation in the Diagnosis of Dis-
ease," by Dr. M. J. Rosenau, of Boston, the im-
portance of such use for the diagnosis and treat-
ment of tuberculosis, typhoid, cholera, rabies,
bubonic plague, diphtheria, tetanus and glanders.
The fourth, " Animal Experimentation and
Cancer," by Dr. .lames Ewing, of New York,
l'oints out that the progress tints far made and
the hope of further progress and ultimate solution
of the problem of cancer rest almost wholly on

laboratory research upon animals. The fifth,
' The Ethics of Animal Experimentation," by
Prof. J. R. Angelí, of the University of Chicago,

is a polemic in justification of man's right and
duty to pursue animal experiments, under proper
methods and conditions, for the good of humanity.
The sixth, by Dr. Veranus A. Moore, director of
the New York State Veterinary College at Cornell
University, concerns itself with the protection
animal experimentation affords to animals them-
selves and its value to the livestock industry of
the country.

These six articles, with that of President Eliot,
to which we have previously referred, and a,

quotation from which is on the outside cover
of all these essays, should make efficient
weapons in the defense of medical research
against intelligent but misguided assailants.
To this armory others should bo added. The
American community is genuinely interested in
medical progress and demands only fair treat-
ment and an honest, fearless exposition of pur-
poses and methods. It has a right to be con-

vinced of what every physician knows
—

that
animal experimentation as conducted is humane
and necessary to enable medicine to do its best
for man, and that to restrict or prevent it would
be a calamitous retrogression. The generation
that has so signally benefited from the fruits of
experimental" medical research must not lie
allowed to check its future advance.

ANNUAL REPORT OK THE BOSTON CITY (HOSPITAL.

The forty-filth annual report of this hospital,
covering flu; period from Feb. 1, 1908, to Jan. 31,
lilt)!), is before us. It is a matter of regret that
the publication of this valuable report is usually
delayed approximately one year, but this no

doubt is due to certain conditions which art; un-

avoidable. It is unusual for a year to pass with-
out significant changes and improvements in this
hospital, which stands now, as for many years
past, as one of the best examples in this country
or elsewhere of a well-conducted municipal insti-
tution, and this year is no exception to the general
rule.

After thirty years of faithful service, Dr. (leo.
H. M. Rowe was given leave of absence because
of illness. A letter signed by the president of the
board of trustees and addressed to Dr. Rowe

expresses the appreciation of the entire board for
the faithful service rendered as superintendent
and medical director for upwards of a quarter of
a century. Dr. John H. McCollom, long identi-
fied with the department of infectious diseases of
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the hospital, was appointed superintendent on

April 2!), 1908, and has since carried on the ardu-
ous duties of that office with entire satisfaction.

An event of great importance to the hospital
was the opening, on Nov. 7, 1908, of a ward,
which had been completed during the year, for
the sole treatment of measles. The cost of this
ward was slightly less than $75,000, and its final
construction is a monument to the persistence of
the trustees and of the visiting staff in establish-
ing what has long been needed in a well-equipped
hospital for infectious diseases. The significance
of the establishment of the Ilaymarket Square
Relief Station is sliown by the fact that the num-

ber of patients treated the first year, seven years
ago, was 20,150 and, during the year which the
report covers, 35,729, an ¡neníase of 77%. An-
other event of importance during the year was
the opening of the East Boston Relief Station,
which took place Oct. 15, 1908. It is to be
hoped that, as time goes on, this department will
even further than it has already done demonstrate
ils usefulness, as has been the case with the Hay-
market Relief Station. On Jan. 14, 1909, the
Burnham Building, made possible through the
munificence of Mr. Lamont G. Burnham, was

accepted by the city government as*a part of the
hospital. This building, the forty-fifth erected
on the grounds of the hospital, is being used for
the double purpose of supplying accommodations
for the x-ray department on the basement floor,
and on the first and second providing medical
wards of a very superior character.

In the special report of the acting superinten-
dent and medical director many interesting facts
are furnished regarding the work of this greal
hospital and its results. Diphtheria charts,
showing the reduction of mortality since the in-
troduction of antitoxin, are again used and should
prove an object lesson, as they no doubt are in-
tended to be, to those who art; still skeptical of the
progress being made in the treatment of this once

menacing disease. The usual statistics of the
actual work done in the wards are given and
provide a general idea of the enormous volume
id' beneficent work which this hospital accom-

plishes. Two architectural charts and a large
number of photographs add to the usefulness oí
the pamphlet for students of hospital construc-
tion and management. In general, we commend
the reading of this report, as we have of its pre-
decessors, to those interested in the development of
a great municipal hospital plant, which, in spite
of its relations to the city government, remains
essentially without the sphere of politics.

A FLOATING LABORATORY ON THE NILE.
A recent publication worthy of attention is

the third report of the Wellcome Research La-
boratories conducted in connection with the
Cordon Memorial College, Khartoum, under the
directorship of Dr. Andrew Balfour. Since their'
endowment by Mr. Wellcome in 1903, these
laboratories have been devoted particularly to
the study of tropical diseases. The present vol-
ume records especially the history and results of
an expedition made in 1907-8 into Central
Africa for the purpose of investigating certain
parasitic diseases in the regions where they are
most prevalent.

A two-decked barge, built by the Sudanese
government, was suitably equipped with bacté-
riologie and other appliances, and in this floating
laboratory the expedition made its way up the
White Nile to Nasser, where an extensive territory
was explored and many valuable observations
made. Thence it returned to Taufikia and con-

tinued westward to Lake No, thence southerly to
Bor, near the Uganda boundary, and finally west-
ward again to Wau, returning down the Nile to
Khartoum, after a journey of about three thousand
miles.

The diseases particularly studied were dysen-
tery, malaria, leprosy, trypanosomiasis, piro-
plasmosis and kala-azar in human beings, besides
spirochetosis and other protozoan infections of
animals. Numerous valuable! specimens and
preparations were obtained, and many photo-
graphs taken illustrating native human and
animal habits and appearances in health and
disease.

The record of such an expedition is not, only of
immense value to medical science, but represents
one of the most efficient agents by which civilized
man may hope successfully to undertake the
conquest of the tropics.

TIIIO CROCKER CANCFR SPECIAL RESEARCH
FUND.

Thk permanent fund established at Columbia
University by the will of the late (¡eorgc Crocker,
to be known as the Crocker Cancer Special Re-
search Fund, has now been estimated by the
executors of the estate to amount to $1,500,000.
By order of the university authorities, a director
of cancer research is to be appointed, and the
work of investigation will be carried on clinically
in hospitals and experimentally in laboratories.

The most serious obstacle to satisfactory labor-
atory research in the near future is likely to be
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the lack of a proper building for the purpose at
Columbia. By the terms of Mr. Crocker's will,
neither the principal nor the income of his fund
may be used for the erection of buildings, but it
is hoped that before very long a suitable labora-
tory building may be provided for from other
sources. In anticipation of the work on cancer

research, the university has taken steps to have
prepared a report which will enumerate the exact
facilities for such research now in existence,
showing the extent and character of each under-
taking, and will also present a summary of
literature on the subject of cancer. It is stated
that in particular the report will describe the
chief hypotheses as to the origin of the disease on

which investigators have been working all over
the world, and what progress has been made up
to the present time either in establishing or

refuting the several contentions.
_Í- Kv

.

INFANT MORTALITY IN GERMANY.
In view of the general interest that has lately

been aroused in the subject of infant mortality,
there is special significance in certain figures
recently published by the German Imperial Sta-
tistical Office. Since 1900 there has been through-
out Germany a marked decrease in the mortality
of infants under one year. It is interesting to
note that this decrease has been much greater
in the urban than in the rural districts, while the
country birth-rate remains higher than that in
the cities.

Owing to the lack of a uniform method of
recording births and deaths in the United States,
there are only three large American cities whose
data on this subject are available for comparison
with those from Germany. In 1907 the death-
rate of legitimate children in the larger German
towns was 154 per thousand births, as compared
with 159 in Philadelphia, 150 in New York and
123 in Boston. In 1908 the German rate was

157; that in Boston, 148. This increase of the
rate in Boston was apparently due to temporary
causes, since.it has fallen in 1909 to 120. It is a

striking fact that in Germany, where illegitimate
births are separately recorded, the death-rate
under one year in this class of children is over
three hundred per thousand.

-*-

THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR MIÍDICAL
IMPROVEMENT.

An interesting development in the program of
this ancient organization is the plan recently
adopted to conduct it as a Medical History and
Memorial Society.

For seventy-five years of its life it was an active
and extremely effective general medical society,
but general medical societies no longer thrive as

formerly. The specialties trim and restrain
them. The old Improvement Society will, there-
fore, endeavor to specialize by improving the
knowledge of medical history among us, and by
recording the accomplishments of distinguished
Massachusetts physicians recently deceased.

The officers trust that the physicians of Suffolk
County generally will join the society. The first
meeting under the new plan will be held at the
Boston Medical Library on Jan. 31,

—

a niein-

morial meeting for Dr. F. I. Knight and Dr. (!. R.
Porter, who died last year.

MEDICAL NOTES.
Centenarians. — Eleanor Williams, said at

one time to have been a nurse in the family of
John D. Rockefeller, died in Cleveland, Ohio,
Jan. 15, at the age of one hundred years.

Nicholas Kangiser, said to be the oldest man

in Brockton, Mass., died in that city of pneumonia
last week, at the reputed age of one hundred.
He was born in Lithuania, and came to Brockton
in 1894. His five sons survive him.

Prof. Thomas Dwight Honored.—-Prof.
Thomas Dwight, of the Harvard Medical School,
was made an honorary member of the Anatomical
Society of Great Britain and Ireland at the last,
annual general meeting.

Destruction of an Austrian Hospital.
—

On Jan. 8, a small hospital at Raibl, in Carinthia,
a mountainous province of southern Austria, on

the upper sources of the river Drave, was sud-
denly destroyed by the collapse of an abandoned
mine shaft nearby. The building was completely
engulfed, and in this singular catastrophe per-
ished Dr. Wesseley, the resident surgeon, his
family and several patients.

The Flkxner Portrait Committee.—This
committee, representing the permanent portrait
committee of the University of Pennsylvania, has
been appointed by the permanent portrait com-

mittee to take such action as may be necessary
to procure Dr. Flexner's portrait for the collec-
tion of portraits of former professors in the
medical school. Dr. William Pepper, 1811
Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa., is the treasurer.
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Epidemic of Measles in Pennsylvania.
—For the past six weeks measles has been epidemic

in the western part of Pennsylvania. In the
mining district around Punxsutawney, upwards
of 1,100 cases have been reported. There have
been two deaths from the disease at Walston and
three at Adrian. At Horneville, a village near

Rittsburg, there are 50 cases, and the public
schools have been closed. Another focus has
appeared at East Liverpool, Ohio, just across the
Pennsylvania boundary, and in this vicinity over
 100 cases have occurred.

Swedish Sanatoria for Tuberculous Work-
men.

—

A noteworthy aspect of the provision
for consumptive patients in Sweden is the
establishment, by various, industrial firms, of
sanatoria especially for tuberculous workmen
from their own factories. The Vulcan Match
Company, the Ljusne-Voxne Timber Company,
the Sandviken Hardware Company, the Eriksson
Telephone Company and the Stora Kopparsberg
Company are among those who maintain such
institutions, each accommodating from fifteen to
thirty inmates. At these sanatoria the workmen
are received free, and their families, if desirable,
for a small charge.

A Cow Won by an Insane Person.
—

It is
stated that the winner of the second prize of-
fered by Dr. Thomas Darlington, Health Com-
missioner of New York, for the best essay on the
subject, " How Can Clean and Wholesome Milk
be Produced at Least Cost for the New York
Market?" is an inmate of the Middletown State
Hospital for the Insane, where he has been for
several years. The prize was a valuable Jersey
cow, but to what the use animal can be put by
the prize winner is not as yet determined.

boston and new england.

Acute Infectious Diseases in Boston. —

For the week ending at noon, Jan. 18,1910, there
were reported to the Board of Health of Boston
the following cases of acute infectious diseases:
Diphtheria 51, scarlatina 56, typhoid fever 0,
measles 75, smallpox 0, tuberculosis 51.

The death-rate of the reported deaths for the
week ending Jan. IS, 1910, was 21.30.

Boston Mortality Statistics. — The total
number of deaths reported to the Board of Health
for the week ending Saturday, noon, Jan. 15,
1910, was 237, against 231 the corresponding week
of last year, showing an increase of G deaths and
making the death-rate for the week 19.62. Of

this number 114 were males and 123 were females;
230 were white and 7 colored; 138 were born in
the United States, 94 in foreign countries and 5
unknown; 42 were of American parentage, 163
of foreign parentage and 32 unknown. The
number of cases and deaths from infectious dis-
eases reported this week is as follows: Diphtheria,
42 cases and 1 death; scarlatina, 58 cases and
0 deaths; typhoid fever, 3 cases and 0 deaths;
measles, 78 cases and 2 deaths; tuberculosis, 57
cases and 19 deaths; smallpox, 0 cases and 0
deaths. The deaths from pneumonia were 41,
whooping cough 1, heart disease 44, bronchitis
4 and marasmus 2. There were 16 deaths from
violent causes. The number of children who
died under one year was 43; the number under
five years 55. The number of persons who died
over sixty years of age was 84. The deaths in
public institutions were 77. Cerebrospinal men-

ingitis, 4 cases and 4 deaths.
Of the above infectious diseases the following

were non-residents: Consumption: 2 cases.
Diphtheria: 4 cases. Scarlet fever: 3 cases.

Deducting deaths of non-residents, the total is
218. The corrected death-rate is then 18.05.

Opening of Course in Preventive Medi-
cine and Hygiene.—The course in preventive
medicine and hygiene at the Harvard Medical
School will be formally opened Feb. 2 at 3 o'clock
in the amphitheater of Building E. The recently
appointed professor, Dr. M. J. Rosenau, will give
a brief introduction, which will be followed by an

address by President Emeritus Eliot, whose in-
terest in this department of medical teaching is
generally known. The entire exercises will
occupy an hour's time. Physicians will be wel-
come to these exercises.

Midwinter Meeting of the vEsculapian
Club.—The annual midwinter meeting of the
.íEsculapian Club of Boston is to be held at the
American House on Friday evening, Jan. 21.
The speakers who have been invited to make
addresses are: Près. A. Lawrence Lowell, of Ibu-
vard College; Dr. Walter B. James, professor of
clinical medicine at the College of Physicians and
Surgeons, New York; and Dr. Milton .1. Rose-
nau, professor of preventive medicine and hy-
giene at the Harvard Medical School. For several
years this meeting has been one of the interesting-
professional gatherings of the season, and the
present occasion should be no exception. A full
account of the proceedings will be published in a
later number of the Journal.
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New Nurses' Building for the Massachu-
setts General Hospital.  — It is announced that
the Massachusetts General Hospital has acquired
property at 92 Charles Street, near but not in
immediate proximity to the hospital, to be used
as an additional dormitory for nurses.

Rabies.—The Massachusetts State Board of
Health, in a recently issued statement, shows a

considerable decrease in the number of cases of
rabies in the year 1909 up to Oct. 27 as against
190S. Seventy cases were reported in 1909 up
to Oct. 27. In 1907 the disease reached its maxi-
mum and is now evidently on the decrease. In
the four years from 1905 to 1909, 19 persons
have died of rabies. Most of the cases were
treated at the State Hospital, Tcwksbury, at
the Boston City Hospital and at the Pasteur Insti-
tute, New York, at an estimated cost of $20 a

case.

Smallpox in Wakefield and Reading.
—

The smallpox epidemic in Wakefield and Reading,
Mass., has continued to spread during the past
week, and has attracted considerable local interest;
Sixteen cases have thus far been reported in
Reading, and ten in Wakefield. There have been
no deaths as yet, and several of the patients have
already recovered. All the cases have been iso-
lated either in their homes or at an emergency
hospital prepared by the Wakefield Board of
Health. Suspects and persons known to have
been exposed are quarantined. Three grammar
schools in Wakefield were temporarily closed and
fumigated last week, and free vaccination has
been ordered this week of all school-children who
have not been vaccinated within a year. Com-
pulsory vaccination of 2,500 factory employees
in Wakefield and Reading is also in progress.
This epidemic illustrates interestingly the gen-
eral rule that, in a community well protected by
vaccination, sporadic outbreaks of smallpox are

likely to be mild in character. It is chiefly when
the infection acquires extreme virulence, by rapid
spread through an unprotected population, that
the disease assumes its most malignant, pestilen-
tial aspect. Canada, in many parts of which
vaccination is utterly neglected, is a constant
menace to our New England states.

portland and maine.

Quarterly Meeting Cumberland County
Medical Society.—The quarterly meeting of
the Cumberland County Medical Society was held
in Portland, Dec. 10, 1909. The following officers
were elected for the ensuing year: President, Dr.

Alfred King, Portland; Vice-President, Dr.
Charles B. Sylvester, Harrison; Secretary, Dr.
Charles Knight, Portland; Treasurer, Dr. Arthur
S. Gilson, Portland. Dr. Timothy Leary, of
Tufts Medical School, was the speaker of the even-

ing. His subject was, " Newer Therapeutic
Methods of Laboratory Origin," and he discussed
in considerable detail the present status of vaccine
and serum therapy.

Annual Banquet, Phi Chi Medical Fra-
ternity.

—

The annual banquet of the, Phi Chi
Medical Fraternity of the Medical School of
Maine was held in Portland, Dec. 17, 1909. The
meeting was largely attended by both graduate
and undergraduate members. Dr. Elliott P.
Joslin, of Boston, gave a most valuable and in-
structive address on " A Hitherto Incurable
Disease," detailing his results in diabetes of chil-
dren obtained by carefully supervised dietetic
treatment.

Maine State Sanatorium.—At a special
meeting of the trustees of the Maine State Sana-
torium Association held in Portland, Jan. 5,
1910, an offer was made by a gentleman residing
out of the state to pay one quarter of the entire
debt of the sanatorium if the people of the state
of Maine and the friends of the institution will
pay the balance on or before March 1, 1910. If
the entire debt be thus paid, the same person will
further place in the hands of the trustees a large
endowment fund for the benefit of the sanatorium.
The offer was gratefully accepted by the trustees
and steps will be taken at once to raise the neces-

sary sum.

Children's Hospital op Portland.—The
first annual report of the Children's Hospital of
Portland for 1909 has just been published. This
institution, intended entirely for orthopedic
cases, has been greatly restricted in its work
owing to lack of room and proper facilities while
waiting the completion of its new buildings.
These are now rapidly being finished and will be
ready for occupancy within two or three months.
The hospital has, however, maintained an out-
patient and an in-patient department, Hie ca-

pacity of the latter being limited to 30 beds.
One hundred and thirty-one patients have been
treated in the wards of the hospital, and 346 as

out-patients, where the total number of visits
have been 2,214. This work has been carried on

in the old building, which is soon to be remodeled
into an administration building. Already the
new boiler-house and kitchen are in use, and within

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at LOS ANGELES (UCLA) on June 21, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



a few months the main hospital building will be
finished and ready for work. In the basement of
the new building will be located the out-patient
department, with examining and waiting-rooms,
x-ray room, shoe shop and machine shop. The
remainder of the building will be occupied by
14 wards, which will have a capacity of 117 beds.
The pathological laboratory, gymnasium and
operating-rooms will be ample in size and
equipped with the latest apparatus and instru-
ments. On the roof of the new building is located
a large solarium.

The following are the officers of the corporation :

President, Albert H. Shaw; Secretary, Sidney
St. F. Thaxter; Treasurer, Charles 0. Bancroft;
Attorney, H. M. Verrill. The attending medical
staff are as follows: Surgeon-in-Chief, Dr. E. G.
Abbott; first assistant surgeon, Dr. H. A. Pin-
gree; second assistant surgeon, Dr. F. W. Lamb;
visiting physician, Dr. F. P. Webster; patholo-
gist, Dr. T. J. Burrage; assistant pathologist,
Dr. E. W. Gehring; radiologist, Dr. F. W. Lamb;
physical director, Mary A. Penney; superin-
I en dent, Edith M. Soule.

NEW YORK.

Columbia University.
—

At the last meeting
of the trustees of Columbia University it was

announced that $500 had been received from
Archer M. Huntington for the department of
anthropology. The honorary degree of Doctor
of Science was conferred on Prof. Carl Runge, of
the University of Göttingen, Kaiser Wilhelm
Professor for the year at Columbia.

APPOINTMENT of Du. T. L. Fogaktv.
—

Mayor Gaynor has appointed Dr. Thomas L.

Ifogarty, of Brooklyn, Second Deputy Commis-
sioner of Charities, to have charge of this depart-
ment in the Boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens.
Dr. Fogarty, who is a graduate of the Long
Island College Hospital, was a medical inspector
of the Health Department for ten years, and for
two years deputy health commissioner in charge
in Brooklyn.

The Tuberculosis Préventorium for Chil-
dren.

—

In view of the strenuous opposition
which developed to the establishment of a large
institution of the kind at'Lakewood, the trustees
of the Tuberculosis Préventorium for Children
have determined to locate the préventorium else-
where. They have received an offer of $100,000
¡n cash from Nathan Strauss towards this end,

and have issued an appeal for further contribu-
tions. In the meanwhile, Mr. Strauss has an-

nounced his intention of continuing, at his own

expense, the work already commenced at the
Cleveland cottage at Lakewood.

State Department of Health.
—

Plans are

now under way for the reorganization of the staff
of medical experts of the State Department of
Health. The present corps is to be supplemented
and rearranged, and will be divided into a staff
liable to call for special service in connection with
outbreaks of communicable diseases other than
smallpox, and a staff of smallpox experts. They
will be so chosen that each can have a certain
territory assigned him, in which he can aid the
department by assisting health officers to settle
disputes as to diagnosis and can co-operate with
the health officers in carrying out such sanitary
measures as may be required. The idea is to
have at call in a county or group of two counties
a competent representative of the department,
who can be assigned for consultative or advisory
work, and thus be more available at short notice
than a member of the department's staff sent
from headquarters.

A Hospital Bureau of Standards and Sup-
plies.

—

Representatives of the larger private
hospitals of Manhattan met at Roosevelt Hospital
on Jan. 13, and organized the Hospital Bureau of
Standards and Supplies. An executive commit-
tee was elected, consisting of the superintendents
of St. Luke's, Roosevelt, the New York, the Pres-
byterian, Mount Sinai and the Manhattan Eye
and Ear Hospitals. This committee will estab-
lish a purchasing agency, and put in charge a

trained buyer. It is estimated by William V.
S. Thome, treasurer of the Presbyterian Hospital,
who organized and systematized the purchasing
departments of the Union and Southern Pacific
railroads, that a saving of from 10 to 20% can

be effected in the purchase of all hospital sup-
plies by this bureau.

Governor Hughes has been elected president of
the New York State Board of the American Red
Cross Society.

Retirement op Dr. Darlington.—The
Health Department lias been well managed
under Dr. Darlington, and there is ample proof of
the correctness of the following remarks, which
form part of a statement which he gave out when
retiring from its presidency: "The work of the
department for the past six years speaks for
itself. So much has been accomplished that I
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cannot go into details. The establishment of the
Division of Child Hygiene, the acquiring of the site
of the tuberculosis sanitarium at Otisville, the
building of new and large hospitals for contagious
diseases, the improvement in the business methods
of the department, the reduction of the death-
rate, and the general improved sanitary condi-
tions in the city are but a few of the things ac-

complished." In concluding, Dr. Darlington
stated 'that never during his administration had
he consented to the exploitation of the depart-
ment for petty political purposes.

Treatment of Insane Patients in Jails.
—At the annual meeting of the State Charities Aid

Association, which was held on Jan. 11, the prin-
cipal address was made by the president, Hon.
Joseph 11. Choate, In the course of it he referred
to abuses in the treatment of insane patients in
jails and country lockups before removal to the
state hospitals, and a report on this subject was

made by Miss Clark, secretary of the association's
committee on the insane. In urging a better
system of care antl commitment she said: " Last
year 511 patients outside New York City were

received at state hospitals from jails and police
stations. Here the conditions rival the worst
complained of in the worst days of poorhouse
care. Women are detained without women at-
tendants, while men are strapped to their beds
or even confined in the discredited ' Utica crib,'
which, after having been abandoned for fifty
years, has been spontaneously reinvented by
modern jailers. The conditions in the jails are

hardly worse than conditions found in private
houses from which the patients come to the state
hospitals after long neglect. They sometimes
arrive only to die after a few days because of the
way they have been treated by ignorant relatives.
Clearly a campaign of education is needed to
instruct the people as to the proper treatment of
such patients." Mr. Choate was re-elected presi-
dent of the association.

Mortality Statistics.
—

The weekly reports
of the Health Department show that the mor-

tality in the city during the month of December
represented an annual death-rate of 17.12 as

against 15.56 in November and 15.19 in Decem-
ber, 1909. Among the diseases in which there
was an augmented fatality were the following:
The weekly average of deaths from measles in-
creased from 6.5 in November to 13.25 in Decem-
ber; the weekly average from scarlet fever, from
12 to 23.25; from diphtheria and croup, from 32
to 42.75; from influenza, from 4.5 to 9.25; from

epidemic cerebrospinal meningitis, from 3.5 to
5.5; from pulmonary tuberculosis, from 158.5 to
169.5; from acute bronchitis, from 17.5 to 33.5;
from pneumonia, from 113 to 150.25; from
broncho-pneumonia, from 93.5 to 138.5; from
cancer, from 71.75 to 72.75; from organic heart
diseases, from 132.5 to 159; from Brighf's dis-
ease and acute nephritis, from 106 to 121.5.
Among the few diseases in which there was a

diminished mortality were the following: The
weekly average of deaths from typhoid fever
declined from 15.75 to 9.5; from whooping-
cough, from 5.25 to 3.5; from diarrheal diseases,
from 58.25 to 36.25; and from diarrheals under
five years of age, from 51 to 31.75. The corrected
death-rate, excluding non-residents and infants
under one week old, was 16.18.

Early, the Alleged Leper, Again.—The
report of the Committee of the Society of Medical
Jurisprudence, appointed at the December meet-
ing of the society to investigate the case of
John R. Early, the alleged leper, which was pre-
sented at the meeting of Jan. 10, came as a com-

plete surprise, as it had been confidently ex-

pected that the report would sustain Dr. Bulk-
ley's contention that Early had never been the
subject of leprosy. On the contrary, the com-

mittee positively declared that the patient really
was a leper. The report, which included the min-
utes and a number of exhibits, was very volum-
inous, and only the findings were read by the
chairman, Mr. Sutro, who, in presenting them,
stated that since Dec. 13 the committee had held
five meetings, at each of which minutes had been
carefully recorded. The findings were as follows:
" The medical members of the committee found
John R. Early to be a probable leper on clinical
examinations because of areas of pigmentation
and anesthesia and a thickening of both ulnar
nerves which he presented. They find him a

leper because of the demonstration, by Dr. Henry
Kreuder, of the bacilli of leprosy in preparations
made from his skin, and which have been identi-
fied and confirmed by Drs. Dittrick, Fordyce,
Whitehouse and Morrow. The legal members of
the committee, in view of the foregoing findings
of the medical members, and of the records and
exhibits herewith presented, find that the action
taken with reference to John R. Early by Hie
authorities at Washington, I). C, was within the
provisions of the interstate quarantine regula-
tions of the United States, making leprosy a

quarantinable disease." The conclusions of the
report were bitterly opposed by Dr. Buckley and
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others who were in agreement with him, and,
after prolonged discussion, the report was re-
ferred back to the committee for further consid-
eration, with the understanding that before it
presented its second report, at the February
meeting of the society, Dr. Bulkley should be
afforded the opportunity of laying before the
committee such additional facts as he deemed of
importance in the case. After the meeting it was
announced that Early would be brought back to
New York in order to enable both the committee
and Dr. Bulkley to make further investigations
of his case.

- -
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